
Frankenmuth Parks and Recreation Commission meeting minutes 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021, 7:00pm 

Heritage Park- Lion’s Haus 

 

 

Ed Foltz called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Present:  Tom Meyer, Tom Bierlein, Anne Webb, 

Joe Chowaniec, Mandy Lubaczewski, Ed Foltz, Trisha Way 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Members Absent: –Aaron Lerash, Jim Bickel, Stella 

Grablick 

 

Others Present: Daren Kaschinske, Janelle Compton, & Kellie Nichols (P&R staff), Bridget 

Smith (City Manager), Lydia Wilder (Chamber Representative) 

 

Approval of Agenda – Foltz requested to add Board Composition/Vacancy as #12 to the agenda 

and Cove Pavilion Staining Project as #13. Moved by Chowaniec, supported by Way, to amend 

and approve the September agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Approval of August 25, 2021 minutes – Moved by Way, supported by Bierlein, to approve the 

August 25, 2021 minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Monthly Reports – 

Frankenmuth School District- No report 

 

Frankenmuth Township- Bierlein reported that the Frankenmuth Township Board continues to 

work with the city on the Fire and Police station.  

 

Chamber of Commerce/CVB- Wilder reported that Christmas decorations will start going up in 

the beginning of October and the new ice rink downtown will be installed in the beginning of 

November. Wilder also reported that the Legacy Ball took place the last weekend with the funds 

raised going towards the ice rink. The Chamber has a new employee, who will be starting soon. 

He will be in charge of running the ice rink this year, and may be the person to sit on the 

commission in the future.  

 

City Council- Meyer reported that Council is moving ahead with the Police/ Fire station 

planning and have narrowed it down to 2 possible locations at this time.  

 

City Manager- Smith reported that the Police/ Fire planning is looking at multiple different 

avenues for this facility before any decision is made. Smith reported that the Flint St. 

construction project is behind schedule and is set to be completed by the end of October. 

Discussions continue on how to spend the Rescue Plan money from federal government. 

Information on restrictions is limited at this time, but the City should be careful with how to 

spend the money appropriately. Smith gave a brief update on the proposed St. Mary’s-Ascension 

project on the North side of town, including the legal structure of how this property will operate 

and potential funding.    



 

Parks & Recreation Staff-  Nichols reported on events taking place over the last few weeks, 

including Auto Fest, Oktoberfest, and Bike MS. Upcoming events in Kern are Country Fest, 

Harvest Days, and then Shipshewana. Once the events are done, construction on the roof will 

resume again. Compton reported that besides the written report, she is happy to announce that 

she has received approval from the schools to use their gyms for adult indoor volleyball this fall.   

It took a while working with the school district to get the ok to use the gyms again and get dates 

set, but a shortened fall volleyball season will be offered. Compton also reported that Harvest 

Days is coming up and that volunteers are needed. Kaschinske reported that the spray park is 

now closed for the season. It was open for 109 days this season. The concrete has been cut open 

to repair an underground pipe that was broken, and the concrete patch should be poured 

tomorrow. The last step for the Spray Park is to install the features that were getting fixed and 

make sure that everything is working properly for next year.  The system will then be winterized 

for the season. Kaschinske reported that recently Bronner’s notified us that they will not be 

offering in-person Santa visits this year, which would leave a void in the community. City 

Beautification Committee is also looking for a location to base their “Sites and Bites” light tour 

from. Staff are investigating options to merge a “Drive-through Santa” event with CBC’s light 

tour.  A final decision on whether or not to offer Drive through Santa hinges on funding and 

staffing the event.  

 

Report on Park Lease Agreements- Nichols reported that the Road Commission organization 

(SAM)  has decided to bring their event back to Harvey Kern Community Pavilion for 2022 and 

2023.  

 

Discussion regarding capital improvement project idea for parks- An updated list of capital 

improvement projects for parks was included in the packet.  Projects were discussed in relation 

to the Federal Rescue Plan funding and also the City’s annual Capital Improvement Plan.  Smith 

suggested to include desired projects on the capital improvements list, in case the funding from 

the government comes available. Discussion focused on biking and trail connectivity in the 

community and to other communities. It was recommended to move biking projects to a higher 

priority (earlier time frame) on the capital improvements list.  

 

Nominations for the Frankenmuth Community Foundation Board of Directors- The 

Frankenmuth Community Foundation annually requests nominations for individuals to serve on 

their Board.  This year they have two vacancies. The Parks and Recreation Commission did not 

nominate anyone.  

 

Approval of August 2021 financial reports –Moved by Way, supported by Chowaniec, to 

approve the August 2021 financial reports.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commission Members Reports- Bierlein requested an update on the Kern Pavilion Roof 

project. Kaschinske reported that all of the translucent panels were removed and replaced with 

steel in August. Construction on the upper story is waiting on events to be done in the pavilion 

before more work can take place. The next steps will be to remove the windows, fans, and 

louvers, and close up the upper story with steel siding.  

 



Board Composition/Vacancy- Foltz reported that just before the meeting, Aaron Lerash 

notified him and Kaschinske that he wishes to step down from the Parks and Recreation 

Commission. Since he has not been able to attend regularly, Lerash feels as though he should 

step down to allow someone else to be able to take his position. Moved by Chowaniec, supported 

by Webb, to accept Lerash’s resignation from the Parks and Recreation Commission. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

Discussion then took place about how to fill his position.  Since two good applicants were 

interested in the last vacancy within the last year, it was recommended that we reach out to the 

candidate that was not chosen at that time. Maggie Platko was that candidate and Kaschinske 

will see if she still has an interest in joining the commission. Moved by Webb, supported by 

Way, to recommend that City Council appoint Maggie Platko to the Parks & Recreation 

Commission, pending confirmation that she is still interested in serving. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Cove Pavilion Staining Project- Foltz reported that on Sunday, October 10th at 1pm a group of 

volunteers will be staining one of the pavilions in Heritage Park. Volunteers include people from 

the Parks and Recreation Commission, both Rotary clubs, and anyone else that would like to 

help.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:11pm. 

 

Janelle Compton 

Recording Secretary 

 

Submitted by: 

Jim Bickel 

Secretary 


